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linctions. They hate uniforms, and shed them
a& though they carried disease whenever their
duties no longer require them.

We are a more voluble and peacocky people.
W# spread such tails as we have, rather too often
perhaps. Men of merely formal rank love the
titles of "General" or "Colonel" or "Captain."
Others adorn their buttonholes with orders of
foreign wars, or other conflicts, who have never
left their native shores and never seen a gun
fired in actual warfare. These are trifling dis-
plays of a certain sort of theatrical vanity that
do little harm, but the lack of self-control, the
lack of personal dignity which such small vanities
imply may in larger matters do great harm.

A certain Cabinet Minister, after the death of
the late Prime Minister, made a deplorable
speech in the House of Lords. The poor man
was evidently, but quite unknown to his col-
leagues, on the verge of a mental collapse. No
word of that scene was heard outside the cham-
ber* No reporter, no servant, no member* be-
trayed the lamentable breakdown of the offender.
What* splendid magnanimity, and courtesy* that
implied. Can any people be the better if in tltfe
evening every newspaper in the land is shouting
the details of such an incident through thestreets
by the raucous voices of its distributers?